Minutes of the Canvass of the November 8th, 2016 General Election:

Arenac County, Michigan: 
     Chair Gail Schmidt called the Arenac County Board of County Canvassers into session at 1:00 P.M. in Room 201, Commissioners Meeting Room 120 North Grove Street in Standish, Michigan pursuant to Public Notice and the Michigan Open Meetings Act with the following members in attendance: Gail Schmidt, Chair; Wanda Boley, Member, Keith Rebischke, Member.  Absent: JoEllyn Pedota, Member (excused).  The canvassers decided that at this point that they can canvass one canvasser short due to the hospitalization of one member.  County Clerk also in attendance as Clerk of the Board.
Approval of August Primary Election Minutes:

     It was moved by Boley & 2nd by Rebischke to approve the minutes as prepared and submitted.  The motion carried.  Canvassers signed document.
     The County Clerk and the Board reviewed the vote totals as prepared as well as the numbers from the tabulator tapes noting where differences occurred and what direction that the Canvassers wished to take regarding to bring numbers into compliance with Electronic Poll Book and Tabulator Tapes.  It was further noted that there were several Provisional Ballots pending from the Local Clerks. Being 2 in Arenac Township; 1 in Lincoln Twp; 1 in Sims Township; 1 in Omer City; and 1 in Standish City Precinct II; giving a total of 7 Provisional Ballots outstanding.  In addition, Moffat Township shows 407 voters and 406 votes tabulated; Sims Township 662 voters and 659 votes tabulated noting one provisional, short 2 ballots; Omer has one provisional ballot.  
     The Canvassers directed the County Clerk to have Sims Township and Deep River Township as well as Moffatt Township schedule times to appear before the canvassers bringing in all relevant elections material to allow for resolution of number differences.
Recess of Meeting:
     It was moved by Boley & 2nd by Rebischke to recess the canvass of the November General Election in Arenac County until 9:30 AM on Thursday, November 10th in the Circuit Court Room and direct the County Clerk to post notice of the recess until the next morning on the doors of the County Building.  The motion carried and the meeting was recessed until 9:30 AM on Thursday at which time the Board agreed to begin the canvass of votes from those units of government whose numbers matched poll books and tabulator tapes.  
Reconvened Canvass of Arenac County, Michigan November 8th, 2016 General Election:

     Chair Gail Schmidt called the Board of County Canvassers back to order at 9:30 AM on Thursday, November 10th in the Circuit Court Room in the Arenac County Building in Standish, Michigan pursuant to Public Notice and the Michigan Open Meetings Act. Present: Canvassers: Gail Schmidt, Keith 
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Rebischke, and Wanda Boley.   County Clerk was also in attendance as Clerk of the Canvassers.  JoEllyn Pedota excused for illness.
     The Chair directed that the Board begin the canvass of results of the various units as follows:
Adams Township:
     The Poll Book listed 252 voters cast ballots and the Tabulator Tape listed that 252 ballots were tabulated.  All numbers matched election night totals and the following write in votes were recorded as follows:  County Drain Commissioner Write In:  Nancy Selle received 25 votes.  It was noted that the election workers did not use tally marks in their write in but merely listed 25 votes received as a total.  This concludes the canvass of Adams Township.

Arenac Township:

     The Poll Book listed 431 voters cast ballots and the Tabulator Tape notes that 429 ballots were tabulated and notes indicate that there are 2 provisional ballots in the possession of the Township Clerk.  Write In Candidates :  County Drain Commissioner: Nancy Selle received 48 votes as certified, there were no other write in votes cast.  All numbers matched.  However, bag seal # was not listed in summary sheet.  This concludes the canvass pending resolution of the provisional ballots in possession of the Township Clerk.

Au Gres Township:

     The Poll Book listed 460 voters cast ballots and the Tabulator Tape notes that 460 ballots were tabulated.  Write In Votes:  Drain Commissioner: Nancy Selle received 172 votes and for Au-Gres Sims School Board received 4 votes.  All numbers and paperwork were complete.  This concludes the canvass of the Township of Au Gres.

Clayton Township:

     The Poll Book listed 460 voters cast ballots and the tabulator notes that 460 ballots were tabulated.  Write In Votes:  Drain Commissioner: Nancy Selle received 46 votes and that for President: Evah McMullin received 1 vote and for Whittemore-Prescott, Reeve received 5 votes, Wilson received 1 vote, and Prescott received 2 votes.  It should be noted that election workers allowed a person to vote who was NOT in the list of registered voters and did not verify with the County Clerk.  All numbers matched.
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Deep River Township:

    The Poll Book listed 1,054 voters cast ballots and the tabulator notes that 1,054 ballots were tabulated, yet notes indicate that one Envelope/Provisional ballot was cast and was NOT tabulated.  The canvassers set aside the canvass at this point awaiting arrival of the Township Clerk and election workers, at which time, the Canvassers will direct the election workers to attempt to find the difference in vote counts and resolve the difference in vote totals by the one vote.  Canvassers discussed various possibilities that would lead to the one vote variation including the need to possibly hand count ballots and review various aspects of list of voters and votes cast.  Clerk was directed to schedule them in on Friday AM.  Results are in abeyance.
Turner Township:
     The Poll Book listed 286 voters cast ballots and the Tabulator Tape notes that 286 ballots were tabulated.  Write In Votes: County Drain Commissioner: Nancy Selle received 98 votes and for Turner Township Supervisor: Bill Kiernicki received 23 votes.It should be noted that that all numbers matched and all paperwork was properly filled out.  This concludes the canvass of votes in Turner Township.

Mason Township:

     The Poll Book listed 326 voters cast ballots and the Tabulator Tape notes that 326 ballots were tabulated.  Write In Votes:  County Drain Commissioner: Nancy Selle received 71 votes.  Whittemore-Prescott Area School Board: Prescott received 4, Reeve received 9 and Gillings received 1.  All numbers matched.  This concludes the canvass of votes of Mason Township.
Lincoln Township:

     The Poll Book listed 407 voters cast ballots and the Tabulator Tape notes that 406 votes were tabulated; further noting in comments that the Clerk has one Provisional Ballot in her possession.  Write In Votes:  County Drain Commissioner: Nancy Selle received 52 votes.  This concludes the canvass of Lincoln Township until the proviosnal ballot issue is resolved.

     The Canvassers recessed for lunch at 12 Noon.  The Chair called the meeting back into order at 1 PM with Sims Township election workers and Township Clerk in attendance:
Sims Township:
     The Canvassers and election workers and Sims Township Clerk all discussed the differences between the 662 voters casting ballots and the 659 ballots cast,
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Sims Township Continued:

noting that there is a 3 ballot difference, but noting the Clerk is in possession of one Provisional/Envelope Ballot, but still accounting for the fact that we have two unaccounted for ballots.  Election workers noted to the Canvassers that they counted the tabulated ballots twice election night and there were 659 ballots in the bin which were properly sealed away.  After discussion, it was agreed that due to the 200 plus absentee ballots and that all were processed election day, the Canvassers would order the election workers to begin a search for the difference.

     It was moved by Boley & 2nd by Rebischke to direct the Sims Township Election workers to open the Absentee Ballot Absentee Envelopes, which are currently under seal and to look for any possible ballots that were still in them.  The motion carried and the workers proceeded to open envelopes and check said.  After a short time, they found one envelope with the absentee ballot still in it and just before completion, they found a second envelope (unopened) with the ballot in the envelope.  This will satisfy the difference in ballots cast and ballot tabulated once these two ballots are processed.  Both were listed in the Poll Book but ballots remained in the envelopes.

     The Canvassers directed the Election Workers to remove the two ballots from the envelopes and agreed to hand tally the two ballots and add same to machine tapes.  The Canvassers directed Sims Election workers to then review and with canvassers, tabulate the two ballots and added those numbers to the Canvassers and Clerk’s tabulator tapes, noting that this action brings the Township results into balance recognizing that there is a Provisional Ballot outstanding.  The Canvassers further directed the Sims Election Workers to open their ballot container, leaving the internal ballot bag intact and to further seal the two hand tabulated ballots into an envelope and sign as well as to reseal all envelopes with the Absentee Ballot applications and envelopes into respective envelopes and return same to the Township Clerk.  Also, numbers of old and new seals were recorded as well as Ballot Can (old # 30737 and new 30738) were affixed with election workers and Canvassers signing respective tags for containers.  It is noted the ballots were sealed in the container without disturbing original bag seal in the container.
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  The Canvassers continued with the tally of votes recognizing the two missing ballots which were located and summary tapes were corrected as well as the totals listed on the spread sheets recognizing those ballots:  Write In Candidates: County Drain Commissioner: Nancy Selle received 135 votes; Au Gres-Sims School Board, Jeff Taylor received 1 vote.  This concludes the canvass until determination on the status of the Provisional/Envelope Ballot is made.
     The Canvassers directed the County Clerk to set a time for the Deep River Township and Moffatt Township Clerks and Election Workers to appear on Friday Morning, November 11th to bring in their records and to attempt to reconcile the one vote differences in each until they attempt to reconcile the one vote.
     It was moved by Rebishke & 2nd by Boley to recess again until 9 AM on Friday, November 11th in the Circuit Court Room to continue the canvass and to meet with the Deep River and Moffatt Township Clerks and elections workers.  The motion carried and the Canvassers recessed at 3:10 PM.

Minutes of the recessed meeting of the Arenac County Board of County Canvassers:

Friday, November 11th, 2016

     The Chair called the meeting to order at 9 AM in the Circuit Court Room with the following in attendance: Gail Schmidt, Wanda Boley, & Keith Rebischke, noting that JoEllyn Pedota was absent (excused).  The County Clerk was also in attendance.
Whitney Township:

     The Poll Book indicated that 589 voters cast ballots and the tabulator indicated that 589 ballots were tabulated.  All numbers matched and all was completed EXCEPT that the workers present at the Close of the Polls didn’t sign the summary statement, although they signed the seals.  Write In Candidates: County Drain Commissioner:  Nancy Selle received 109 and Au Gres-Sims School Board: Jeffrey Taylor received 1 vote.  This concludes the canvass of the votes in the Township of Whitney.  Canvassers partially certified the numbers for the Tawas Area School Board.
   Moffatt Township:
     The Poll Book indicated that 707 voters cast ballots and the tabulator tape indicated that 706 ballots were tabulated.  All numbers on the Poll Book matched with the question regarding the one missing ballot.  The Township Clerk and election workers appeared as requested.  After a period of questioning, it was moved by Rebishke & 2nd by Boley to direct the election workers to open their ballot container and count the number of physical ballots in the container. 
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The motion carried.  The election workers counted the ballots two times and found the number to be 406.  The canvassers then directed the election workers to return the ballots to the container and to reseal noting changes of number seals, which had all matched to be noted in the poll book.  The election workers then proceeded to check the poll book with applications and both matched.  The election workers were then directed to open their Absentee Voter Application Envelopes and return envelopes and all were found to be empty.  After further discussion, canvassers felt that this was not a solvable dilemma and that there was no solution other than perhaps, a voter left the polls without casting their ballot. Write In Candidates: County Drain Commissioner:  Nancy Selle received 11 votes.  Canvassers noted that elections workers did not hash tag or write any variations on name, if applicable. This concludes the canvass of the Township of Moffatt.
Au Gres City:
     The Poll Book lists 480 voters cast ballots and the tabulator tape notes that 480 votes were tabulated.  It should be noted that all numbers matched and that all paperwork was completed.  Write In Candidates:  County Drain Commissioner:  Nancy Selle received 129 votes.  There were no other write in votes.  This concludes the canvass of the City of Au Gres.  

Omer City:

    The Poll Book noted that 135 voters cast ballots and that the tabulator listed that 134 ballots were tabulated, remarks noting one provisional ballot that the Clerk noted will not be tabulated.  Write In Candidate:  County Drain Commissioner:  Nancy Selle received 18 votes. Mayor: City of Omer:  Ruth Ann Cook received 25 votes; Omer City Council: Write In Candidates:  Raushi received 24 votes; Wayman received 17 votes & Wirchell received 18 votes.  There were no other write ins.  This concludes the canvass of the City of Omer.

     The Canvassers noted that they were recessing until 9 AM on Friday, November 11th at the Circuit Court Room to complete the canvass with Deep River  and Moffatt Townships coming in to attempt to reconcile difference in vote totals while finishing the canvass of the election if possible to where they are looking at provisional ballot disposition by the local clerks noting said ballots in Arenac Township (2); Lincoln Township (1); Sims Township (1); Omer City (1); and Precinct  2 of Standish City (1).  The Board directed the County Clerk to contact the affected local clerks to verify that they had sent out letters and contacted voters as required and further will conclude the canvass after the Monday deadline.
Recess:
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Motion to Partially Certify:

Tawas Area Schools School Board in Whitney Township:

     It was moved by Boley & 2nd by Rebischke to approve the partial canvass of the results of the Tawas Area Schools with vote totals as follows:

James A. Bacarella received 127 votes; David K. Brown received 95 votes; Jennifer L. Bruning received 89 votes; Anne M. Freel received 162 votes; Connie O’Connor received 123 votes; and Julie Ulman received 130 votes.  Tawas Area Schools Sinking Fund Proposal received 132 yes votes and 133 no votes.  
     The motion carried.

     At approximately 3:15, it was moved by Boley & 2nd by Rebischke to recess until 9 AM on Friday, November 11th in the Circuit Court Room.  The motion carried

Adjourned Session:
Canvass of the Arenac County General Election of November 8th:
November 11th, 2016:

     Chair Gail Schmidt called the meeting of the County Board of Canvassers to order at 9 AM on Friday, November 11th in the Circuit Court Room in the Arenac County Building pursuant to motion of November 10th.  Present: Canvassers: Gail Schmidt, Keith Rebischke, Wanda Boley & County Clerk Ricky Rockwell,  Absent: Excused: JoEllyn Pedota.
     The canvassers then proceeded to begin the canvass of the remain vote totals for the  units of government not canvassed.
City of Standish: Precinct One:

     The Poll Book totals indicated that 170 voters cast ballots and the tabulator tape listed that 170 ballots were tabulated.  All numbers listed matched and the poll books were complete.  However, signatures were missing on oath area.  Write In Votes: County Drain Commissioner:  Nancy Selle received 9 votes; Richard Rolfe received 2 votes.
This concludes the canvass of Precinct 1 Standish City.

City of Standish: Precinct Two:

     The Poll Book totals indicated that 229 voters cast ballots and the tabulator tape listed that 228 ballots were tabulated and remarks indicated that one Provisional Ballot was cast which was not tabulated. 
Write In Votes:  County Drain Commissioner: Nancy Selle received 17 votes; Standish City Mayor:  Richard Rolfe received 7 votes.  There were no other Write Ins.  This concludes the canvass of Precinct 2 of the City of Standish pending determination on the lone provisional ballot.

